
President 
 
During 2013-2014 my work for the Council revolved around serving as NCTE president (November-June) and 
program chair for the annual meeting in Boston (September-November). I was also an active member of the 
Executive Committee serving on the Government Relations/Advocacy Subcommittee and the Headquarters 
Subcommittee. As a member of the Presidential Team, I participated in monthly calls and served as a liaison to 
various NCTE committees. I have also traveled widely speaking to universities, conferences, and school districts 
representing NCTE as president and I worked to cultivate relationships with middle and high school English 
departments that I identified as candidates for Centers for Literacy Education. Below is a brief summary of 
highlights: 
 
Summer and Fall 2013 
 
I made final preparations for the annual convention including finalizing special sessions, communicating with 
keynote speakers, coordinating logistics with the Local Committee and promoting the convention via social media 
and a special appearance on a radio show. I attended the Executive Committee retreat in Urbana (July 26-28) and 
the Presidential retreat in Chicago (August 22-24).  In September I attended a leadership seminar held by the 
American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) for presidents and executive directors of professional organizations.  
On September 27 & 28th I attended the Plum Creek Literacy Festival in Nebraska on behalf of NCTE.  From 
November 19-24 I chaired the annual convention in Boston, MA. My duties included speaking at the first timer’s 
breakfast and general sessions, meeting with committees, sections, and collaboratives, and working with the 
convention director to make certain everything ran smoothly. My term as NCTE president began at the “magic 
hour” on November 24th and I chaired my first Executive Committee meeting that afternoon. 
 
Winter 2014 
 
With other members of the Government Relations/Advocacy Subcommittee, I met with congressional staffers and 
senior policy advisors in Washington, DC, and with fellow committee members, drafted the NCTE Education Policy 
Platform (January 30-February 1). I presided over the Executive Committee meeting in Washington, DC, 
participated in NCTE’s Advocacy Day, and assisted with convention planning (February 27- March 1).  On March 
20th, I offered welcoming remarks at the General Session of the annual meeting of the CCCC on behalf of the NCTE 
Presidential team. Throughout the winter I also led monthly calls with the presidential team and core NCTE staff. 
Together we reviewed policies, made appointments to committees, revised charges of committees when 
necessary, and discussed the creation of task forces. One of my actions during this period included the creation of 
a Rapid Response Assessment Task Force. 
 
Spring 2014 
 
I attended the annual meeting of the International Reading Association (May 9-11) in New Orleans on behalf of 
NCTE and I spoke on critical media pedagogy and the development of adolescent literacies. I chaired a virtual 
Executive Committee meeting on May 4th where we reviewed the annual budget. I also continued to hold monthly 
calls with the presidential team and I worked with NCTE staff to prepare the agenda for the summer Executive 
Committee retreat meeting in Urbana, IL. I also drafted the first of two commentaries to appear in the Council 
Chronicle in the fall. 
 
Ernest Morrell, President 
 

  



President-Elect 
 
During 2013-2014, my work for the Council revolved around serving as program chair for the NCTE Annual 
Convention in Washington DC. That work involved creating the call for proposals, establishing guidelines for the 
program review process, selecting speakers, and coordinating logistics with the NCTE convention staff. In addition, 
I was an active member of the Executive Committee and served on the Government Relations Subcommittee and 
the Headquarters Subcommittee. I participated in monthly calls as a member of the Presidential Team and served 
as liaison to various NCTE committees. I also made a variety of professional appearances.  
  
Summer and Fall 2013 
 
In summer and early fall, I participated in a range of duties in my role as Vice President, including presenting the 
keynote address at the NCTE affiliates meeting in Atlanta on July 13 and attending the Executive Committee 
meeting on July 25-28 and the Presidential Retreat on August 22-24.  At the NCTE Convention on November 19-24, 
I attended the Executive Committee meetings, visited section steering committee meetings to talk about the 
program review process, and delivered a keynote at the Affiliate Breakfast on “Collaborative Inquiry as 
Professional Learning.” I attended several committee meetings as their NCTE liaison. I chaired and spoke at a 
session on “Encouraging Intercultural Understanding through International Children’s and Adolescent Literature.” I 
attended all general sessions and official functions and began my term as president-elect at the “magic hour” on 
November 24. 
 
Additional professional activities included research presentations on funds of knowledge and story at the Literacy 
Research Association in Dallas on December 4. I also presented on the State Ambassadors initiative at the IBBY 
Regional Conference in St. Louis on October 19 and at a webinar on globalizing the Common Core State Standards 
on October 26. On September 11, I presented to officials from the U.S. Department of Education on a global 
outreach project to schools. In addition, I worked with the Kamehameha School in Honolulu on critical literacy on 
August 30 and February 14. One other major commitment was serving on the 2014 Caldecott Award committee, 
which included submitting monthly book recommendations and nominations.   
 
Winter and Spring 2014 
 
On January 30-February 1, I met with policy advisors in Washington, DC, as a member of the Education Policy and 
Government Relations Subcommittee, which drafted the 2014 NCTE legislative platform. I attended Advocacy Day, 
the Executive Committee meeting, and the Convention Planning meeting in Washington, DC, on February 26-
March 3, chairing the Convention Planning meeting and meeting with local district officials on March 4.  
 
I attended the Caldecott Award selection meeting at American Library Association on January 24-27.  I chaired the 
Children’s and Teen Author team for the Tucson Festival of Books on March 15-16 (which drew 130,000 attendees) 
and delivered keynotes on inquiry and interculturalism at an early childhood conference in Izmir, Turkey on March 
22-23. On April 2-4, I delivered the Melba Kauffman lecture at Hesston College, Kansas.  I presented at a session on 
notable books for a global society and represented NCTE at the International Reading Association conference on 
May 9-11. On May 19-23, I worked with a school in Moscow on inquiry approaches to literacy and on June 6-7 
presented an institute on intercultural understanding in Doha, Qatar. On June 27-29, I attended the American 
Library Association convention and participated in Caldecott events. I facilitated a principal study group on 
leadership and literacy in Tucson from January to May. 
 
Kathy G. Short, President-Elect 
 
  



Vice President 
 
During 2013-2014, I focused on learning current NCTE strategic plans and initiatives as an active member of the 
Executive Committee and the Presidential team, serving as the liaison to NCTE Affiliates, and beginning work on 
the 2015 NCTE Convention in Minneapolis. I coordinated the NCTE/Normal Mailer National Student Writing 
Awards for the fifth year.  I served on the NCTE Headquarters Subcommittee, the Government Relations/Advocacy 
Subcommittee, and the Audit Committee.  In addition, I made several professional appearances and contributed to 
other literacy initiatives, such as helping revise the “Outcomes for First Year Writing,” a set of national guidelines 
produced by the Council of Writing Program Administrators (WPA). 
 
Summer and Fall 2013  
 
As Associate Director of the WPA Consultant Evaluator Service, I attend the WPA board meeting in Savannah, 
Georgia, July 17-19, as ex officio member.  As incoming NCTE Vice President, I was a guest at the Presidential 
Retreat in Chicago on August 22-24.  As ex officio board member of the Colorado Language Arts Society (the NCTE 
affiliate), I began attending monthly board meetings in August.  September 4-6, I led a workshop on teaching 
creative nonfiction for some 150 middle and high school teachers, sponsored by the University of Arkansas, in 
Fayetteville.  I also led a workshop on nonfiction for 40 writers at the Fayetteville Public Library, and I gave a 
lecture at the university.  September 16-17, I was keynote speaker and workshop leader at the Carolinas WPA fall 
retreat. As Chair of the NCTE/Norman Mailer Writing Awards, I coordinated all judging of the high school and 
college creative nonfiction contests and the college poetry contest.  I represented NCTE at the annual Mailer 
Awards Gala at the New York Public Library on October 17, presenting awards to the student winners.  At the NCTE 
Annual Convention in Boston, November 19-24, I attended the Executive Committee new member orientation and 
all meetings.  As Executive Committee Liaison, I attended several meetings: The Standing Committee on Research, 
the College Section, and the Standing Committee on Affiliates. I attended all general sessions and official functions 
as a guest of the presidential team and began my term as vice president at “magic hour” on November 24.  
 
Winter 2014  
 
I presented two papers at the MLA Annual Convention in Chicago, January 9-12.  January 29-31, I met with policy 
advisors in Washington, DC, as a member of the Government Relations/Advocacy Subcommittee, which then 
drafted the 2014 NCTE legislative platform. I attended the Executive Committee, Advocacy Day, and Convention 
Planning meeting in Washington, DC, on February 26-March 2, serving as the planner for the general sessions, with 
the generous help of Ernest Morrell.   
 
Spring 2014 
 
I attended the CCCC annual meeting in Indianapolis, March 19-22, where I presented a paper at a featured session, 
attended the TYCA breakfast, and attended other official functions.  In conjunction with CCCC, I attended a WPA 
board meeting and co-led a meeting of the WPA Consultant Evaluators board.  April 23-24, I led a writing across 
the curriculum workshop for the faculty of Denison University, Ohio.  May 8-10, I represented the College Forum of 
NCTE at the American Council of Learned Societies Annual meeting in Philadelphia.  On May 19-20, I joined NCTE 
Convention Director Amy Stark and Deputy Executive Director Mila Fuller in Minneapolis. We met with Sandy 
Hayes, Local Chair, and potential members of the local committee and I accompanied Mila and Sandy on visits with 
school district administrators and state officials in Minneapolis and St. Paul.  On May 30 in Washington, DC, I was 
an invited discussant at a summit meeting about new faculty models, hosted by the American Association of 
Colleges and Universities and led by Adrianna Kezar of the University of Southern California.  June 12-14, I 
attended the biennial International Writing Across the Curriculum conference at the University of Minnesota, 
presenting a paper and chairing a panel. 
 
Douglas D. Hesse, Vice President 

  



Past President 
 
During 2013-2014, I presided over the Executive Committee retreat in Urbana July 25-28, the first of two Executive 
Committee meetings at the NCTE Annual Convention, and the Annual Business Meeting for the Board of Directors 
and Other Members of the Council November 22 in Boston. I fulfilled presidential team obligations in participating 
in the monthly phone calls of the presidential team and serving as liaison to the Promising Young Writers Advisory 
Committee, the Racism and Bias in the Teaching of English Committee, and the very active Standing Committee 
Against Censorship. 
 
Summer and Fall 2013 
 
I wrote the president’s commentaries “Fair Use and the 30 Second Rule” and “Small Victories, Epic Wins” for the 
Council Chronicle (Volume 23, Numbers 1 & 2). Some of the content of these columns was drawn from my NCTE-
sponsored session at the International Society for Technology in Education conference, July 2.  Working with the 
Executive Director, I helped to plan the Executive Committee retreat in Urbana July 25-28. I attended the 
presidents’ retreat in Chicago August 20-September 1. With the Minnesota Department of Education Language 
Arts Specialist, I presented a session on technology and core standards at the annual convention of the National 
Association of Middle Level Educators.  I also served on the planning committee for the Teaching and Learning 
Conference sponsored by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.  My presidential address 
delivered at the NCTE Annual Convention, “Standards, Students, and the Meaning of Life” was subsequently 
published in Research in the Teaching of English. 
 
Winter 2014 
 
With other members of the Education Policy and Government Relations Subcommittee, I met with policy advisors 
in Washington, DC, and, with fellow committee members, drafted the NCTE legislative platform (January 24-26). I 
attended the Executive Committee meeting in Washington, DC, February 20-23, which was, for the first time, 
combined with Advocacy Day. In addition to these activities, the February meeting was also the planning meeting 
for the 2014 Annual Convention.  In the absence of the Middle Level Chair, I assisted with the program planning for 
middle level. 
  
Spring 2013 
 
With the combining of Advocacy Day and convention planning at the February meeting, there was no spring 
Executive Committee meeting.  I was invited to give a presentation on technology and state standards at the 
Minnesota Council of Teachers of English spring conference. 
 
I have been honored and humbled to represent classroom teachers in my four years on the Presidential Team.  I 
look forward with eagerness to the expert and innovative contributions of NCTE on the future of literacy and the 
language arts. 
 
Sandy Hayes, Past President 
 


